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Christian Edvard Krogh was born on March 22 
1820 and baptised in Holmens Kirke (Church) 
Copenhagen, Denmark, on April 25 1820. The 
church records show that Christian’s father was 
Carl Nicolay Krogh, his mother Anne Jensen 
and the family lived at Number 6 Seaman Street 
in Nyboder, Copenhagen.  
 
Christian’s father was in the Royal Danish 
Navy, with the Naval service number of 150, 
and in those days it was a matter of course that 
the son of a non-commissioned officer in King 
Frederick the sixth©s navy would be educated 
and trained for the navy. The King had to a 
certain extent some right to demand that the 
boys from Nyboder joined the navy, as their 
education and general training were paid for by 
the state.  
 
That education was given in such a spirit as to 
make them true loyal subjects to their King and 
country, and to believe that they belonged to 
the King and the sea. An example of the 
encouragement that these young people were 
sometimes given is shown in the following 
episode. King Frederick the sixth paid, once a 
year, a visit to the school. On these occasions 
the boys were arranged before him in a 
gymnasium display. One year the King took 
special notice of one boy, the only one in the 
bunch who could do a somersault over the 
horse. "Do that again my boy," the King 
shouted, and as the second was just as perfect 
as the first, the boy was given a silver dollar. 
That clever boy was none other than Christian 
Edvard Krogh, and it is said that on the day he 
was 70 years old, in the presence of some good 
friends, he did the same performance over 
again, just as perfect as he had done it years 
ago, before the King. 
 
Nyboder 
The area of Copenhagen known as Nyboder, 
was built by King Christian IV, who reigned 
from 1588 to 1648, for housing Navy 
personnel, and is one of the most interesting 
quarters of old Copenhagen. Here the low-built, 

two-storey dwellings in straight streets with red 
tiled roofs form a picturesque feature of the 
quarter. They remain today practically as built, 
and in 1998 they were still in use, by the Navy, 
as Naval single officers accommodation. In 
earlier times the district was directly under the 
control of the Admiralty, and governed by a 
naval officer having the title of Commandant. 
Nyboder also had the distinction of possessing 
its own police force.  
 
Naval Career 
Christian Edvard Krogh joined the Royal 
Danish Navy at an early age and as a cadet 
became an acquaintance of the young Danish 
Prince George, who was later to become King 
of Greece. Christian Krogh often served the 
lively young Prince Cadet with prune soup, 
which was the latter©s favourite dish. 
 

 

Chr istian Edvard Krogh 

Chr istian Edvard Krogh proudly wear ing 
his medals.  

Photo: From the Copenhagen Sunday Post, March 27 1898 
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As a young man, Christian Krogh helped in 
bringing Danish artist Thorvaldsen's work 
home from Italy, although it is not known 
which voyage or voyages he may have been on. 
In 1796 Danish sculptor, Bertil Thorvaldsen 
received permission to sail with the Navy to 
Malta, from whence he made his own way to 
Rome, where he stayed until 1838. With the 
Danish Navy’s frequent expeditions to the 
Mediterranean, some of the sculptor’s works 
were transported back to Denmark. In 1825 the 
brig St. Croix, brought part of his art back and 
in 1833 the Naval corvette “Galathea”  shipped 
home to Christiansborg palace, 66 crates of 
Thorvaldsen’s artwork. In 1835 the Naval 
Frigate “Bellona”  brought more artwork back to 
Denmark and in 1838 the “Bellona”  returned to 
Copenhagen with Thorvaldsen and the 
remainder of his works. 
 
Ocean Voyages 
On August 27, 1840, the Danish Naval frigate 
Bellona, under the command of Captain 
Christian Wulff, set sail for South America 
with the intent of establishing commercial 
relations. Christian Krogh was on this voyage, 
together with Hans Christian Anderson who 
was a guest on board for the Copenhagen to 
Elsinore part of the journey. The Bellona’s 
voyage included stops in Brazil, Chile and Peru 

before the vessel returned to Denmark on 
August 21 1841. 
 
The 1845 census, shows Christian Edvard 
Krogh, as an “ordinary seaman,”  lodging with a 
married couple, at Salviegade 4, stuen til 
gaarden. 
 
On June 24 1845 the Naval corvette Galathea 
sailed from Copenhagen on a two year 
circumnavigation of the world under the 
command of Captain St. A. Billie, with 
Christian Krogh as one of the crew. One 
purpose for its voyage was to witness the 
transfer of Danish colonies in India, 
Tranquebar and Serampore to their new 
owners, England. The possibility of colonising 
the Nicobar Islands in the Indian Ocean was 
examined, as well as promoting trade through 
contacts and establishing consulates. The 
Galathea was also to conduct extensive 
scientific investigations during the voyage. The 
vessel sailed south around Africa to 
Tranquebar, on to the Philippines then to 
China. After a brief stop at Honolulu, the 
journey continued to South America. Rounding 
the Cape Horn the corvette continued up along 
the South American east-coast, and on August 
23 1847 arrived back in Denmark.   
 
Marriage 
Holmens Church records show that on 
December 29 1848, at the age of 28 and a half, 
Christian Edvard Krogh, occupation sailor, 
Naval service number 138, married Frederikke 
Betty Wilken, who was aged 29 and three 
quarters. 

The Royal Danish Navy fr igate “ Bellona”  on 
which Chr istian Krogh sailed to  

South Amer ica 

The Royal Danish Navy corvette “ Galathea”  
on which Chr istian Krogh circumnavigated 

the wor ld in dur ing 1845-47 
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End of Peace 
The neutral kingdom of Denmark had been at 
peace since its last war with Britain in 1812, 
and Christian Krogh would have grown up 
without knowing the upheaval of war. The 
peace treaty between Britain and Denmark 
following that last war saw the 300 year union 
between Norway and Denmark ended, and the 
German Duchy of Lauenburg had been given to 
Denmark as compensation for the loss of 
Norway. 
 
In the years following, anti Danish feeling rose 
in the people of the southern Jutland German 
Duchies of Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg, 
and by 1848 they were revolting against Danish 
rule. They were re-arming with the objective to 
detach themselves from Denmark, if necessary 
by force. Thus after 34 years of peace, war 
broke out between the German Confederation 
and Denmark over the possession of those 
Duchies. Denmark attempted to blockade the 
German ports with its ships, to apply pressure 
to the German Confederation, which caused 
several battles between 1848 and 1849. The 
Danish blockade of the German harbours was 
successful, restricting both British and Russian 
trade with Germany, and these two countries 
subsequently took the initiative to restore 

peace, with negotiations taking place in Berlin. 
A cease-fire of six months and six weeks was 
agreed to on July 10 1849 and hostilities came 
to an end with the Danish Navy lifting their 
blockade. 
 
Both Royal Danish Navy vessels the corvette 
“Galathea”  and frigate “Bellona”  saw action in 
the naval battles during the 1848-9 war. 
Although we do not know which vessel 
Christian Krogh may have been on, he was 
awarded the Commemorative War Medal for 
seeing action during that war. 
 
Christian Krogh’s Family Grows 
Despite the war, Christian Krogh must have 
had shore leave from time to time, as his wife 
Frederiche gave birth to their first child, a son, 
Christian Frederik Krogh, on September 28 
1849. Unfortunately the death of Christian 
Frederik is recorded in the Holmens Church 
records on October 8 1849. At that time they 
were living at number 10 Kopanigade 
(Company Street) in Nyboder, and they were 
still living at that address when their second 
child, also a son, Oscar Joachim Krogh was 
born on 25 November 1850. 
 

Tigergade, Nyboder , where Number  4, the Krogh family home from 1853 until 1864, is situ-
ated half way along the building 

Photo: Bruce Bellini 
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Dagmar Danielle Krogh, Christian and 
Frederikke’s third child was born on 26 
September 1852, and the family were then 
living at Number 10 Rosengade. However by 
1855, the Danish Census for Copenhagen for 
that year shows the family living at Number 4 
Tigergade, (Tiger Street) Nyboder, where on 
July 22 1855 the birth of Nanne Julie Caroline 
Amile Krogh was recorded.  
 
Christian Edvard and Frederikke’s fifth child, 
Blanche Malvina Krogh was born on 27 
December 1857, with the family still living at 
Number 4 Tigergade, Nyboder. Their last child, 
a daughter, Amile Emile Krogh, was born on 7 
August 1860, but her death on November 5 
1860, is recorded in the Holmens Church 
records.  
 
Holmens Kirke (Church) 
All of Christian Edvard and Frederikke’s 
children were baptised in Holmens Church, 
which is one of the principal churches of 
Copenhagen, more from a historical point of 
view, rather than for its size or the beauty of its 
architecture. The church stands right on 

Holmens canal, with its wall washed by the 
waters. It is the Royal Danish Naval Church 
and dates from 1610, when, King Christian IV 
converted two buildings, one of which was an 
anchor foundry, the other a mint and school for 
teaching navigation, into a church specifically 
for Naval personal. Later it was enlarged by the 
addition of two wings, and took its present 
form. 
 
The church escaped the numerous great fires, 
which from time to time destroyed much of the 
ancient city, and the church’s furniture and 
interior have altered little over the years. The 
interior contains a fine altar and pulpit, the 
work of the well-known artist Abel Schroeder 
of Kjoge, a magnificent altar cloth in silver and 
gold, a sandstone crucifix, originally intended 
for the tomb of Christian IV in Roskilde 
Cathedral and portraits by Wuchters, Carl van 
Mandern, and other artists. 
 
The walls of the mortuary chapel stand on 
granite foundations set right into the canal. This 
building was erected in 1705, and in it are 
buried some of the most famous of Danish 

Holmens Church, where Chr istian Edvard Krogh marr ied Freder ikke Betty Wilken and 
where their  children were baptised  

Photo: Bruce Bellini 
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naval heroes. Here lies Niels Juel, his wife and 
two children; and Tordenskjold in a 
sarcophagus of black marble.  
 
War Recommences 
War again broke out in July 1850 over the 
control of the Schleswig Duchy. In the Duchy 
of Holstein the insurgents had used the 
ceasefire to amass an army, which crossed the 
Eider river and advanced north to occupy 
Southern Jutland. The Danish army was ready 
and they met at Isted on July 24 and 25 in 
battle. The insurgents lost and retreated back to 
the other side of the Eider River. Danish Navy 
vessels were engaged in battles with the 
insurgents vessels with Christian Edvard Krogh 
as crew on one of the vessels. By January 1851 
the war was over and following the peace 
treaty, Denmark remained neutral for the next 
14 years.  
 
Frederikke’s Death 
Christian Edvard’s wife, Frederikke Betty 
Krogh, died on February 9, 1862, at the age of 
43 and was buried in Holmen’s Churchyard on 
February 16, 1862. At the time of Frederikke’s 
death, Oscar Joachim, their oldest child would 
have been just eleven years and three months 
old. Blanche Malvina, their youngest child, was 
four years and two months old. Information 
obtained from the Nyboder House books show 
that the widow Anne Marie Petersen (born 
Brandt) moved into the Krogh home at No. 4 

Tigergade, during April 1862, presumably to 
help look after the children. Anne left on 
October 21, 1862, and Christian and 
Frederikke’s daughter, Dagmar Danielle Krogh 
who had moved to live in Roskilde, a city about 
35 miles from Copenhagen, on 1 January 1862, 
returned to their home on November 1, 1862. 
 
Trip to Greece 
In 1863 when the Danish Prince George 
became King of Greece, Christian Edvard 
Krogh was a crew member on the ship “Esbern 
Snare,”  that carried the young King and his 
advisers. On the way to Greece, Christian 
Krogh had the opportunity to meet King 
George – they were old acquaintances from the 
time of the King’s navy training.  
 

The inter ior  of Hol-
mens Church showing 

the ornate altar   
 

Photo: Bruce Bellini 

An ornate model of a Royal Danish Naval 
Sailing Ship, suspended in Holmens Church  

 
Photo: Bruce Bellini 
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Battle of Heligoland 
On February 1 1864 war again broke out 
between Denmark and the Austrian Prussian 
Confederation when Prussian troops crossed 
the Eider River, the ancient border between 
Denmark and the Saxons. The Danish Navy 
again blockaded the German ports, which the 
Prussian naval forces attempted to break in 
March 1864, but failed. The Austrians then 
transferred some of its Mediterranean naval 
force to the North Sea, where they joined the 
Prussian gunboats. This amalgamated squadron 
met the Danish North Sea fleet on the morning 
of May 9 1864 in fierce combat, in what was to 
become known as the Battle of Heligoland. 
This battle, Denmark’s last sea battle in which 
ships fought directly against ships, was won by 
Denmark. Christian Edvard Krogh fought in the 
Battle of Heligoland, as one of the crew in the 
Danish fleet. Although the Danish Navy won 
its battles at sea, this war was lost on the land.  

Second Marriage 
At the age of 46, Christian Edvard Krogh 
married Marie Dorothea Berg, on May 18 1866, 
in Holmens Church. It may be that following 
his marriage to Marie, Christian’s sea going 
career had ended, as for some years he worked 
as a non-commissioned officer with the 
tradesmen©s school, and whilst there met with a 
very bad accident. A crane fell on top of him. 
This serious accident was very nearly the end 
of him, but the strong man survived without 
serious consequences. 
 
Marie’s Death 
Marie Dorothea Krogh’s death is recorded in 
the Holmens Church records on July 25, 1878. 
She was 67 and a half years old and was buried 
on July 28. 
 
Around 1880, at the age of 60, Christian 
Edvard Krogh retired from the Navy. He then 
found employment at the Custom Department©s 
labour money office, first as book keeper and 

Chr istian Krogh’s miniature Cross of Hon-
our  of the Order  of Danneborg held by his  

descendants in New Zealand. Or iginal Order  
of Dannebrog awards were required to be  

returned on the death of the recipient. 
Photo: Euan Krogh 

Next to the Cross of Honour  is the Navy 
Long Service Medal, instituted on 29 Janu-
ary 1801. I t was awarded to Naval service 

personnel for  25 years service in the Navy or   
Naval dockyard. 

Photo: Euan Krogh 
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later when his eyesight failed, as a collector. At 
that time he was living in the navy's non-
commissioned officers quarters in Boatman 
Street, and arrived punctually each day at the 
Copenhagen Custom-House for work, where he 
had many friends.  
 
By 1885, the Danish census shows Christian 
Edvard Krogh, a pensioned widower living at 
Leopardlaengen 1-4, Nyboder, with a young 
mother and her two children. 
 
Third Marriage 
On September 2, 1888, Christian Edvard 
Krogh, at the age of 68 and a quarter, married 
Emilie Mathilde Sølver, in Holmens Church. 
Emilie was eighteen years younger than 
Christian and had not been previously married. 
 
Christian Edvard Krogh’s Medals 
During 1894 Christain Edvard Krogh, at the 
age of 74, was awarded the Cross of Honour of 
the Order of Dannebrog, which is a meritorious 
award connected to the Danish Order of 
Dannebrog. The cross was instituted by King 
Frederick VI of Denmark and Norway on June 
28 1808 and was named the 

Dannebrogsmaedenes Haederstegn until 1952. 
The cross was awarded to Danes who provided 
service to their nation through a noble deed. It 
is a lesser rank of the Order of Dannebrog 
proper, which is named after the national flag 
of Denmark, known as the “Dannebrog. ”  The 
Cross of Honour consists of a silver cross with 
words “Gud og Kogen”  meaning “God and the 
King.”  This is the medal on the left hand end of 
the set he is wearing in the photograph on page 
1. 
 
The Danish Lifesaving Medal 
On August 12, 1864, Christian Edvard Krogh 
received the Lifesaving Medal awarded by 
King Christian IX. Nobody was more worthy to 
wear this medal than Christian Edvard Krogh as 
he had on numerous occasions shown himself a 
kind-hearted man. He had saved five people 
from drowning, two who had fallen into the 
water and during the winter of 1857/58, while 
Christian was stationed at Trekroners Battery, 
he saved two boys and a man who had fallen 
through the ice. It was not only at sea that 
Christian Edvard Krogh had shown courage 

Next is the L ifesaving Medal 
 

Photo: Euan Krogh 

Last on the r ight hand side is the  
Commemorative War  Medal, awarded for  

service in the Danish wars of 1848-50  
and 1864 

Photo: Euan Krogh 
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and quick decision, but also at a fire. When the 
guard-house on King's Square caught fire on 
the night between the 1st and 2nd January 1859, 
Chrisitian entered the smoke filled house and 
carried people down the stairs to safety.  
 
An article appearing in the Copenhagen 
“Evening Post”  on Thursday March 22 1900 
reported that Christian Edvard Krogh was still 
working for the Customs Department.  
 
The death of Christian is recorded in the 
Holmens Church records on 29 April 1901, at 
the age of 81. He was buried on 5 May 1901 in 
the Holmens Church Graveyard, which is 
situated quite some distance from Holmens 
Church, on Dag Hammarskjolds Alle. The 
Holmens Church Graveyard is reserved for the 
burial of Danish Naval personnel only. Because 
this Graveyard is within the old city of 
Copenhagen the land is very limited and 

gravesites are generally reused after about 25 
years. On a visit to the administration office at 
Holmens Church Graveyard in 2008, the author 
was advised that a gravestone for Edvard 
Christian Krogh, if one ever existed, would 
have been removed and possibly stored, quite 
sometime ago.   

Chr istian Edvard Krogh’s signature 
 

From estate papers via Lone Wredstrøm 


